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Teens Feel Threat of
Violence at Schools

The Problem: The above newspaper headline is not front-page news. In the
old days, smoking in the boy’s room was the infraction of the day. Today,
school officials must deal with violence, sexual harassment, statutory rape,
drugs, weapons, gangs, bombs, shootings, murders, computer hacking,
theft, irate parents, and violence in students’ homes. One of the biggest
obstacles keeping schools from achieving a secure environment is "the big
D" ak.a. Denial. The "It can’t happen here" syndrome prevents officials
from being proactive in their security efforts. Furthermore, concerns about
"image," low reports of incidents, fear of disrupting daily routines, or
reluctance to be "alarmist" stalls any security efforts.

The Solution: Be proactive in reducing the threat of school violence.
Train teachers to use reasonable methods if defusing escalating situations.
Involve teachers and students in an ongoing safety and security strategy.
Make them part of the solution by giving them the tools they need to gain
control during crises and to identify hazards. We provide you with the
fundamentals of safety and the strategies for security to help you make
smarter time; money; and life-saving decisions.

You Learn How To:

e Establish guidelines for preventing violence in the school.
e Involve parents in the process.

e Identify and defuse potential outbursts.

* Incorporate ongoing training in responding to crises.

* Gain cooperation between students and teachers.

e Have a plan of action to deal with weapons.

e Create committees, inspections, and reporting procedures.
e Determine risk factors and solutions.

* Analyze high-and low-tech security options for the premises.
e Use non-violent means of restraining someone.

e Defend Yourself in an assault.
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